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Compare Stories
When you compare stories, you explain how they are alike. When you 
contrast stories, you explain how they differ. To compare and contrast 
stories, look at each story's characters, settings, and plot— the series of 
events in a story, which usually include a problem and a solution.
Read the two stories. Follow the steps to compare and contrast them.

A Disappointment
Emily was certain she had gotten the lead in 

the school play. “Wait until you see how good 
I am in the play!” she told her mom at home.
“Let’s celebrate with a special dinner tonight.”

“I hope you get the part,” her mom told her.
The next day at school, Emily read the cast list.

Her name was not on the list! Emily was crushed.
New Shoes

“Do you know which sneakers you want?” asked 
Lin, pointing to the colorful display of shoes.

“Oh, yes,” replied Emily. “Those red ones. And 
with my birthday money, I can finally get them.”

“I’m sorry,” the clerk said, “but we’re sold out of 
your size.”

Emily’s heart sank.
“Look at these cool shoes,” said Lin, pointing to 

another pair.
Emily picked up the sleek silver sneakers. “They 

look pretty good,” she admitted.
The silver sneakers fit perfectly. Emily bought 

them. She even had money left over for ice cream 
for the two of them!
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Step 1 Reread the texts. Circle details about the setting. Underline 
details about the plot.

Step 2 Complete the chart to compare and contrast the two stories.

A Disappointment New Shoes

Characters Emily, her mom
Settings shoe sto re
Plot Emily thinks she will get 

a role in the play, but she 
doesn’t .

Compare and Contrast Themes
You can also compare and contrast the themes, or central messages, 
of two stories. The theme of a story often isn't stated directly, but the 
story's events give clues about it. Identifying the problem in the story 
and how it is solved may help you to identify the theme.
Different stories may have the same theme, even though the stories 
have different characters, settings, and plots.
Step 1 Reread the stories. What is the problem in each story?

Step 2 Look at the chart above. Think about the problem in both plots. 
What is a theme, or central message, that both stories share?
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A
Read the passages. Circle details of the characters, settings, or plots that 
are similar in both stories.

5
6
7

Ready for Takeoff
Lani found her seat belt and fastened the buckle, copying the 

flight attendant’s demonstration. Her younger brother Kai was 
too little to work the seatbelt himself, so their mother, who was 
seated between them, helped him. Lani had asked for the window 
seat. She looked out onto the cold, snowy tarmac, where workers 
were preparing the plane for takeoff. This was Lani’s first plane 
trip, and she was excited.

Inside the plane were rows of closely packed seats and a 
narrow aisle down the middle. Flight attendants in blue uniforms 
bustled up and down the aisle, helping passengers stow their 
luggage in compartments over the seats.

A voice came over the intercom. “This is your captain 
speaking. Welcome to flight 4071 to Honolulu, Hawaii. Flight 
attendants, please prepare the cabin for takeoff.”

Lani heard the jet engines roar to life and felt her seat vibrate. 
Then with a slight jerk, the plane sped down the runway.

“Are you ready, Lani?” asked her mom.
Lani giggled and held her mom’s hand.
The runway looked like a huge driveway with blinking lights 

along both sides. Scenery flashed by as the plane sped faster and 
faster down the runway. Lani felt the plane’s nose start to tip 
upward, and before she knew it, the plane’s wheels lifted off the 
runway. They were in the air!

As the plane rose higher, objects on the wintry ground below 
appeared smaller. Cars and buildings looked like little toys. Soon 
the plane was level with the clouds, which looked like wisps of 
white cotton.

“We’re flying just like a bird!” exclaimed Lani, excited at the 
rapidly changing view.
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Tutu’s House
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Lani woke up. The first thing she noticed was that the air 
smelled different. When her family got on the plane to fly to 
Tutu’s, there had been snow on the ground. The weather at 
home had the dry, chilly feel of winter. But here in Hawaii, the 
air felt warm and humid, and it smelled of sweet flowers and the 
salty sea.

It was early, and Lani’s family was still sleeping. Lani hopped 
out of bed and headed into the kitchen to look for Tutu, but her 
grandmother wasn’t there. Lani looked out the window into the 
small backyard filled with lush green plants and colorful flowers. 
She saw Tutu tending the flowers. Lani stepped out the back 
door, and her nostrils were immediately filled with a floral scent.

“I see you’re an early riser, too!” said Tutu when she saw 
Lani, who was still in her nightgown. “Maybe you can help me 
pull some weeds.”A V' v c "L ■ 'j ?'■{y . is;-* f 's-'fy&T? v -0 ■

“At home, no weeds or anything else is growing now. It’s all 
just snow,” said Lani.

“Well, here it’s always warm, and plants grow year-round,” 
said Tutu.

Lani pointed at a huge yellow flower. “I’ve never seen a flower 
like that before!” she gasped.

“It’s hibiscus, the Hawaiian state flower,” said Tutu. She 
pointed at another flower and said, “This one’s called bird of 
paradise. Can you guess why?”

Lani gazed at the strange, angular flower with its orange and 
blue petals. “It looks just like a bird!” she said. Then she saw a 
little green lizard-like creature on one of the plant’s leaves. “Eek! 
W hat’s that?”

Tutu chuckled, “It’s a gecko, and it’s totally harmless. We 
grow more than just plants here in Hawaii!”
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Answer the following questions.
H I  Which of the following is the same in both stories?

A. all the characters
B. only the main character
C. the setting
D. the plot

§ 3  Which details do you learn about Lani only in "Ready 
for Takeoff"? Select two that apply.
A. She likes to get up early.
B. She has a younger brother.
C. She has never flown on a plane before.
D. She lives in a place where winters are cold.
E. She is on a trip to visit her grandmother.

le i  Are the settings in the two stories the same or 
different? Explain.

i
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BH Which of the following is the same in both stories?
A. all the characters
B. only the main character
C. the setting
D. the plot

Answer the following questions.
\

Hint Look back at the 
details about characters, 
settings, and plot that you 
circled while reading.

V_______ __________ J

Q  Which details do you learn about Lani only in "Ready 
for Takeoff"? Select two that apply.
A. She likes to get up early.
B. She has a younger brother.
C. She has never flown on a plane before.
D. She lives in a place where winters are cold.
E. She is on a trip to visit her grandmother.

_ 1 ' ' . . . .• '

g !  Are the settings in the two stories the same or 
different? Explain.

Hint To contrast, look for 
things that are different.

V__________ ______________ J

. n
Hint The setting is the 
time and place in which a 
story happens.

V_________________________J

: \ f
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! i l  This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then,
answer Part B.
Part A
Which describes a theme in both passages?
A. Living in a new place can be exciting.
B. Getting over a fear of flying is difficult but 

rewarding.
C. Learning to get along with family members is 

important.
D. Having a new experience helps you learn about 

the world.
Part B
Which sentences from the stories best support the
answer in Part A? Select two that apply.
A. "This was Lani's first plane trip, and she was 

excited."
B. "Lani heard the jet engines roar to life and felt her 

seat vibrate."
C. "Soon the plane was level with the clouds, which 

looked like wisps of white cotton."
D. "Lani hopped out of bed and headed into the 

kitchen to look for Tutu."
E. "'I've never seen a flower like that before!' she 

gasped."

Ik ■ : .pfcJIIIB ■

Compare and contrast the weather in both stories. 
Use descriptive words from the text to support your 
answer.

r  ■
H i n t  When you compare 
and contrast stories, you 
explain how they are alike or 
different.

. >
■

. ' i ■

H i n t  A theme is a central 
message in a story. Look 
at what a character says, 
does, and learns to help you 
figure out the theme.
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Practice 1
Read the passages. Use the Reading Guide to help you compare and 
contrast the stories.

Reading Guide
To compare the stories, read the first paragraph of each story. Circle the 
characters' names, and underline the settings. Think about how they 
are alike and different.

The Case of the Shredded Shrubs
1 Sofia and May were riding their bikes around the block 

when they saw their neighbor Mr. Sanchez standing in his yard, 
looking upset and frustrated.

2 “W hat’s wrong, Mr. Sanchez?” asked Sofia.
3 “Someone has vandalized one of my yew bushes!” said 

Mr. Sanchez. He pointed to the problem. There were three 
perfect cone-shaped shrubs in his front yard, and a fourth that 
looked like someone had shredded all the branches off around the 
middle. “Do you know anyone in the neighborhood who would 
do such a thing?”

4 “No,” said Sofia, “but we can help you look.”
5 “We can be detectives!” said May. “I have an idea how this 

might have happened, but we’ll have to do a little research first.”
6 The girls rode back to May’s house and logged on to her 

mom’s computer.
7 “Mr. Sanchez said those were yew bushes, and I have a 

hunch,” said May as her fingers flew over the keyboard searching 
for information. “Got it!” she finally said and showed her results 
to Sofia.

8 “It looks like we’ll have to get up early in the morning to 
catch the culprit,” said Sofia, surveying the information.

9 Armed with a borrowed camera, the girls ventured to
Mr. Sanchez’s yard the next morning and waited quietly. When 
the culprit arrived, Sofia snapped a picture. The girls showed it to 
Mr. Sanchez later that day.
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10 “It was a deer!” he shouted.
11 “They love to eat yew trees,” said May.
12 “Excellent detective work, girls,” said Mr. Sanchez. “You two 

should go into business!”
13 “Great idea!” said May.

The Mystery of the Lost Lizard
1 May and Sofia sat on Sofia’s front steps next to a hand- 

lettered sign that read “2 Girls Detective Agency.” They had been 
hoping to get a client all morning when a red-headed boy they 
recognized as their neighbor Joseph approached them.

2 “My lizard Lizzy is missing,” he said. “Can you help?”
3 “We’re on the case!” said May.
4 “Where did you last see your lizard?” asked May.
5 “At home in her terrarium,” said Joseph.
6 They went to Joseph’s house. The terrarium was an open glass 

tank that sat on the living-room windowsill. The blinds were 
closed to keep out the heat of the day.

7 “The terrarium never had a top because the sides are too 
slippery for Lizzy to climb out. At least that’s what I thought,” 
said Joseph. “I’ve looked everywhere on the ground and under 
the couch, but I can’t find her.”

8 “Can we open up these blinds to get some light in here?” May 
asked.

9 Joseph pulled the cord to raise the blinds. When he let go of 
the cord, it swung back, and the tail end hung into the terrarium.

10 “Hmm, were the blinds open or closed when Lizzy went 
missing?” asked Sofia.

n  “I think they were open,” said Joseph.
12 “You accidentally made a lizard ladder. Lizzie climbed up the 

cord,” said Sofia, pointing up to a small green lizard sitting on 
the top edge of the blinds. “You were looking down, but Lizzy 
went up!”

13 “Mystery solved!” said May.
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Answer the following questions.
Q  Which event happens only in "The Case of the Shredded Shrubs"?

A. An animal causes the problem.
B. Sofia and May solve the problem.
C. Sofia and May help their neighbor.
D. A computer helps solve the problem.

Q  Which sentences describe both stories? Select three that apply.
A. Both are about Sofia and May.
B. Both take place in the same neighborhood.
C. Both have a problem caused by a pet.
D. Both involve a kindly older neighbor.
E. Both are about solving a mystery.

B  This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.
Part A
Which word best describes the main characters' approach to the problem 
in both stories?
A. careless
B. worried
C. frustrated
D. clever 
PartB
Which excerpts from the stories support the answer in Part A? Select two 
that apply.
A. "'No,'" said Sofia, "'but we can help you look.'"
B. "'We can be detectives!' said May."
C. "'Mr. Sanchez said those were yew bushes, and I have a hunch.'"
D. "They had been hoping to get a client all morning."
E. "'Hmm, were the blinds open or closed when Lizzy went missing?"'
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g g  Think about the kinds of things the characters do in both stories. What is a 
theme, or central idea, that fits both stories?

f ■

Q  Compare and contrast the role of animals in the plot of each story. Use 
details from both stories to support your answer.
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PracticeZ
Read the two folktales.

Raven Gives Light to the World
1 A long time ago, Raven and Seagull were friends who lived by 

the sea in houses near each other. Raven was a clever fellow who 
didn’t mind lying to other animals or tricking them to get what 
he wanted, whereas Seagull was honest and never tried to trick 
anyone. Perhaps because of his honesty, he never suspected that 
anyone would try to deceive him.

2 In those days, the world was dark, and the only light came 
from the stars. Seagull owned all the light in the world, which 
he kept in a box in his house. He used only a little bit from time 
to time for himself. The other animals wanted light, but Seagull 
was stingy and wouldn’t share. “The light is mine,” he would say, 
“and I intend to keep it for myself.”

3 So one day, Raven decided he would trick Seagull into 
giving him some light. Raven collected sharp thorns and spread 
them along the path from Seagull’s house. Then he returned to 
Seagull’s house and knocked on the door.

4 “Seagull, come quickly and help me save our canoes,” Raven 
called. “They are getting caught by the waves, and I’m afraid 
they will get loose and drift away.”

5 Seagull jumped out of bed, where he had been sound asleep, 
and ran barefoot out the door and down the path. The sharp 
thorns along the path lodged in Seagull’s feet, and he screamed in 
pain. Seagull had to turn back and hobble to his house, moaning.

6 Raven muffled a laugh and pretended to pull the canoes up 
away from the waves. Then he returned to Seagull’s house, where 
Seagull was trying to remove the thorns.

7 “Here,” Raven said, “let me help, for I have done this many 
times, and I am a very good doctor.” Raven picked up a piece of 
whalebone and began poking at the thorns, but instead of pulling 
them out, he pushed them in more deeply, causing Seagull to 
howl in pain.
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8 “I’m very sorry,” Raven said, “but I can’t see what I am doing 
because it is so dark in here. Please just let out a little light so 
I can do this without hurting you.”

9 Seagull had no choice but to unlock the box containing the 
light and let just a sliver of light escape.

10 “That’s a little better,” Raven said. Once more, Raven set 
to work, and again he only pushed the thorns deeper.

n  Seagull yowled loudly, and his eyes filled with tears. “You’re
hurting me!” he screamed.

12 “Don’t complain to me,” Raven said. “It’s still too dark in 
here for me to see what I am doing. Why are you so stingy with 
your light when I need the light to help you?”

13 Then Raven jumped up, pretending to be upset and, in doing 
so, he stumbled against Seagull, who bumped into the box and 
tipped it over. Light rushed out of the box and spread throughout 
the world.

14 Seagull, seeing the light escape, let out the loudest yowl yet. 
“Look what’s happened!” he cried. He tried as hard as he could 
to collect the light, but it could never be put back into the box.

15 Raven finished pulling the thorns from Seagull’s feet and then 
walked home. He laughed with glee and looked around at the 
bright daylight of the world.
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Raven Has a Feast
1 One summer a long time ago, Raven did no work but instead 

enjoyed himself by playing all summer long. When Squirrel 
advised Raven to put away food for winter, Raven only laughed. 
“You’ll change your tune when winter arrives,” Squirrel called 
after him.

2 One day, the first flurries of snow drifted from the sky, and 
soon it was snowing harder, covering the ground in a winter 
blanket. The food that Raven had found so easily all summer was 
now buried beneath the snow.

3 Raven flew to the top of a tree and sat thinking about what 
he could do to solve his problem. Then he hit upon a plan and 
flew off to see his cousin Crow. “Crow,” Raven called out,
“I’m looking forward to your feast. Are you going to sing?”

4 Crow looked puzzled and said, “I’m not having a feast.”
5 “You have such a wonderful voice,” said Raven, “so you must 

sing at your feast. Surely, you must realize that everyone wants to 
hear you.”

6 In fact, back in those times, Crow did have a nice voice. Crow 
was flattered by Raven’s compliments and started to think that 
maybe he should have a feast.

7 “Well, Raven, I believe I will have a feast and sing for 
everyone.”

8 “Let me invite everyone to your feast,” said Raven. Raven 
visited all the animals, but he told them it was he who was having 
a feast. “I’m having it at Crow’s house, and he will sing for us,” 
he said.

9 Then Raven flew back to Crow’s home and said, “Prepare 
all your food, Crow, because everyone is coming, and they are 
excited to know that you will be singing.”

to On the day of the feast, Raven arrived early and found Crow
still cooking.

li “You finish in the kitchen,” Raven said, “and I’ll greet the
guests as they arrive.”
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12

14

15

17

So Raven went to the door to welcome each guest, saying,
“It’s my great pleasure to have this feast for you.”

All the animals sat down at the feast table, and when Crow 
came to join them, Raven spoke up. “Oh, please sing for us now, 
Crow, because you cannot sing well on a full stomach.”

Crow couldn’t resist and broke into song, but each time he 
paused to join the feast, Raven called, “Oh please, one more 
song. You are in such great voice today.” So Crow kept singing, 
and his voice got tired and hoarse.

When everyone got up from the table to leave, Crow had not 
had a bite to eat, and all the food was gone. He was very hungry, 
and there was no food left in his house. He knew that everyone 
was grateful, though, and he felt that they would each invite him 
to a feast. He would not go hungry that winter.

But as it turned out, Crow 
was never invited to any meals 
because all the animals thought 
that Raven had given the feast.
They invited Raven to their 
meals instead. Poor Crow 
was left to beg for food from 
humans and eat the scraps they 
left.

You still see him today 
hopping about in parks and 
yards, searching for food and 
squawking a raspy “Caw! Caw!

’ Caw!”

&
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Answer the following questions.
KB Which sentences describe both stories? Select three that apply.

A. Both stories are about Raven and Crow.
B. Both stories are about trickery.
C. Both stories explain something in the natural world.
D. Both stories show how Raven was tricked.
E. Both stories feature Raven as the main character.

E l  Compare and contrast the settings of the two stories.

This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.
Part A
Which answer describes both Crow and Seagull?
A. Both characters dislike Raven.
B. Both characters are good singers.
C. Both characters are clever and sly.
D. Both characters let Raven trick them.
Part B
Which statements from the stories best support the answer in Part A? Select 
two that apply.
A. "Seagull was honest and never tried to trick anyone."
B. "Perhaps because of his honesty, [Seagull] never suspected that anyone 

would try to deceive him."
C. "In fact, back in those times, Crow did have a nice voice."
D. "Crow was flattered by Raven's compliments and started to think that 

maybe he should have a feast."
E. "He would not go hungry that winter."
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Which theme fits both stories?
A. When others share with you, you should share back.
B. Be careful of those who may try to trick you.
C. Those who are greedy are always punished.
D. Be kind to your friends.

Compare and contrast the plots of the two stories. Explain how they are
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Read the story.

Danny, the New Boy
Chapter 1

1 Danny’s parents told him that he and his family were moving 
to New York, which was all the way across the country from 
Danny’s home in California.

2 Danny couldn’t even imagine being so far away from Liza. 
Danny and Liza had been best friends since kindergarten. They 
had met on a soccer team. One day at practice, the coach had 
asked them to pair off and practice kicking the ball to each other. 
They used their imaginations to make up a game to make kicking 
the ball more fun. They had been best friends ever since.

3 Can’t they see how much I want to stay in California? Danny 
thought. Don’t they care about my happiness f

4 The move made him and Liza downhearted. Liza was so upset 
at losing her best friend that she almost didn’t want to speak to 
Danny.

5 When moving day came, Danny felt a knot in his stomach as 
he and his parents squeezed into their car. It was stacked high 
with suitcases filled with their most important things.

6 “Here are the guidebooks,” Danny’s mom said in a cheerful 
tone of voice as they drove out of their neighborhood.

7 “I’ve done a lot of preparation to decide the best places to stop 
and sightsee along the way,” said his dad.

8 “I really don’t want to move,” Danny whined one last time.
He hoped maybe, just maybe, they would turn the car around 
and go back home, but deep inside he knew that was not going to 
happen.

9 “Oh, it’ll be great, Danny,” said his dad.
10 His mother chimed in, “Everything will turn out fine. You’ll 

learn to like our new city and your new school. You’ll make new 
friends.”

11 Danny was not so sure.
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Chapter 2
12 Danny had a lump in his throat as he took a seat in the back 

of his new classroom and slid down low in his chair. He watched 
as all the children talked excitedly with each other. He saw that 
they were all friends.

13 Then Danny’s teacher, Ms. May, came into the room. She 
walked over to him and gave him a warm smile.

14 “Welcome,” she said. “We are pleased you are here. I’d like 
you to introduce yourself to the class. Would that be OK?”

15 Danny forced a smile. The last thing he wanted to do was 
stand up in front of all these kids and talk about himself. But he 
understood that he was now in third grade with these new kids 
and not with Liza. He would have to make the best of it.

16 “Um, sure,” he replied shyly.
17 Ms. May called Danny to the front of the room. In a quiet 

voice, Danny nervously told his classmates that he had just moved 
from California. Then he looked down at the floor.

18 “Tell us something you like doing,” said Ms. May.
19 “Well,” he said. “My friend Liza and I liked to play soccer 

together. We were on the same team. She was the goalie, and 
I played halfback. Playing soccer is what I like to do best.”

20 The bell rang for lunch. On the walk over to the cafeteria, a 
boy named Lamar came up to Danny.

21 “I love soccer, too,” he said. “My sister Carla and I are on
a team. We’re having practice today after school on the athletic 
field. You should meet us there—we could use a good halfback.”

22 “Great,” said Danny. “I’ll be there.” He knew that getting on
a soccer team was one step he could take to start feeling at home..

' : ! • : •

Answer the questions.
Q  Which statement best explains how chapters 1 and 2 are different?

A. Danny changes his mind about how he feels toward Liza.
B. Danny decides to try to make friends at his new school.
C. Danny tries one more time to get his parents to stay in California.
D. Danny and his family explore their new city together.
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This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B. 
Part A
Which of the following is the central message of "Danny, the New Boy"?
A. Moving to a new place never works out well.
B. It's hard to make friends when you're the new kid in school.
C. If you fail, you should keep trying until you succeed.
D. Having a good attitude can help improve a tough situation.
Part B
Which excerpt from the story best supports the answer in Part A?
A. "Danny couldn't even imagine being so far away from Liza."
B. "His mother chimed in, 'You'll learn to like our new city.'"
C. "[Ms. May] walked over to him and gave him a warm smile."
D. "He would have to make the best of it."

.. •

Read the story.

Summer Danny
er 1

On Tuesday morning, Danny got to school and took a seat at 
his desk. A new student entered the room. She stood alone in the 
doorway and didn’t say a word.

Danny saw his teacher, Ms. May, say a few words to the 
new student. He thought to himself, I remember how shy 
I was on my own first day. I ’m fortunate to feel like a part o f 
this community now.

A few minutes later, the new girl, Sofia, stood proudly in front 
of the class and explained that she had just moved from Chicago. 
She said she loved running and had even won first place in some 
races. Danny was impressed.

Later that morning, Danny knew that he should go over and 
talk to Sofia, but he couldn’t bring himself to do it.

0 -W.
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Chapter 2
5 Danny, Lamar, and Carla had been planning to run in a big 

race over the summer, and they had been training every week. 
Danny felt pretty good about his times because, in his class,
he was the fastest runner. He really wanted to win the race, and 
he had thought it was possible—before he saw Sofia.

6 At recess, Danny saw Sofia running laps around the 
playground, and he could see that she took her running seriously. 
He could also see that she was feeling really lonesome. When 
Sofia stopped to catch her breath, Danny went over to her.

7 “Hi, Sofia. My name is Danny,” he said. “I was the new 
kid here at the beginning of the year. Do you know that there is
a 5K race over the summer? You should do it—you’re really fast!”

8 Sofia smiled. “Sounds fun, and thanks for telling me,” 
she said.

9 Once school ended and summer vacation began, Danny, 
Lamar, and Carla spent hours training for the race.

10 When the friends arrived at the race, Danny saw Sofia.
He immediately knew that his chance of winning was gone, 
as Sofia was a far better runner than he was.

11 When the race started,
Sofia shot across the starting 
line like lightning. Danny 
had a great start and a good 
race, but he didn’t win.
Danny, Lamar, and Carla 
finished and saw the judge 
putting the medal around 
Sofia’s neck.

13 “Hey, Danny! Great 
race,” Sofia said as she came 
up behind them. “I just 
won a gift card to Moo’s
Ice Cream. Do you all want to join me and be my guests? If it 
weren’t for you, I wouldn’t have even known about this race.”

14 Danny smiled. “Let’s go!”
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Answer the questions.
Q  Read paragraph 6 from "Summer Danny," shown below.

At recess, Danny saw Sofia running laps around the 
playground, and he could see that she took her running 
seriously. He could also see that she was feeling really 
lonesome. When Sofia stopped to catch her breath, Danny 
went over to her.

Underline the sentence in paragraph 6 that best shows why Danny goes to talk
to Sofia. Then circle the text that tells how Sofia's actions cause Danny to do
something.

E l  This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.
Part A
Which of the following best describes the narrator in "Summer Danny"?
A. Danny, a character in the story
B. Danny's friend who is a character in the story
C. a person outside the story who shares Danny's point of view
D. a person outside the story who has a different point of view from Danny
Part B
Which sentence from the story best supports the answer in Part A?
A. "A few minutes later, the new girl, Sofia, stood proudly in front 

of the class."
B. "Danny, Lamar, and Carla spent hours training for the race."
C. "[Danny] thought to himself, / remember how shy I was on my own 

first day."
D. "When the race started, Sofia shot across the starting line like lightning."

O How does the illustration in "Summer Danny" add to what you know about 
the characters? Select two that apply.
A. It shows that Sofia still feels uncomfortable around her classmates.
B. It shows that Danny is a good sport after losing the race.
C. It shows that Danny is mad at himself for how he ran.
D. It shows that Sofia is a serious and confident runner.
E. It shows Sofia's eagerness to make new friends.
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O  Compare and contrast the plots of the stories "Danny, the New Boy" and 
"Summer Danny." Think about how the problems and events are similar and 
different. Remember to use details from the stories to support your ideas.
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Read the poem.

The Storm
by Sara Coleridge

See lightning is flashing,
The forest is crashing,
The rain will come dashing,

A flood will be rising anon.1

5 The heavens are scowling,
The thunder is growling,
The loud winds are howling,

The storm has come suddenly on!

But now the sky clears,
10 The bright sun appears,

Now nobody fears,
But soon every cloud will be gone.

^non: soon

Answer the questions.
Q  This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
What does the nonliteral language in this poem help the reader understand?
A. the kinds of noises wild animals make
B. what an angry face in the clouds looks like
C. how a thunderstorm looks and sounds
D. how cold and fast the wind blows 
Part B
Which line from the poem best supports the answer in Part A?
A. "The thunder is growling,"
B. "The storm has come suddenly on!"
C. "The bright sun appears,"
D. "But soon every cloud will be gone"
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Q  The authors of "Summer Danny" and "The Storm" organize their texts in 
different ways. Read the story and poem parts below. Write each in its 
correct column.

f l  Think about how Danny's point of view about moving changes in the story 
"Danny, the New Boy." Think about how the speaker's point of view about 
the storm changes in the poem "The Storm." Then consider your own point 
of view about the events in each text. Describe how your point of view is 
the same as or different from Danny's and the speaker's. Include answers to 
these questions in your response.
• How do Danny's feelings about moving change?
• How do the speaker's feelings about the storm change?
• What is your own point of view about the events in each text?
• How is your point of view the same as or different from those of Danny 

and the speaker?

Remember to include text evidence from both passages to support your ideas. 
Write your comparison on the lines provided.
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Key Words
main idea 

key details

G ettin g th e Idea

Main Idea and Details
The topic of an informational text is the subject the text focuses on.
The whole article will relate to and describe this topic. The main idea 
is the most important idea about the topic that the writer wants 
readers to understand and remember.
Read the passage below. Circle the text that tells what the topic is. Then 
underline a sentence that gives the main idea.

Snowshoe cats are a beautiful, playful breed.
Snowshoes have white fur on their feet. That’s why 
they’re called snowshoes. Most snowshoes love to 
play. And they are such chatty cats!

The topic is snowshoe cats. The first sentence expresses the main idea 
about these cats: "Snowshoe cats are a beautiful, playful breed." This is 
the main idea statement of the paragraph. A main idea statement often 
comes at the beginning of a paragraph.
The rest of this passage tells more about snowshoe cats. The important 
details are called key details. They provide more information to 
support the main idea. Recognizing the main idea and key details 
will help you understand how the ideas fit together.
Reread the passage. Then follow the steps to understand key details. 
Step 1 Write two key details from the paragraph.

Detail:

Detail:
/

Step 2 How do these details support the main idea?

r 'N
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Read the paragraph below. Then follow the steps.
Every year, thousands of people visit Denali 

National Park. This park is home to the highest 
mountain peak in North America. Visitors flock to 
enjoy the park’s six million wild acres. In warmer 
weather, visitors can hike, watch birds, and camp. 
Cold-weather adventurers come to snowshoe, 
cross-country ski, and even ride on dogsleds.

Step 1 Underline the main idea. Write it in the chart.

Step 2 Note how the chart's key details support the main idea.

Main Idea

Key Detail 1
V isito rs enjoy the 
park’s  six million 
acres of land.

Key Detail 2
V isito rs hike, watch 
birds, and camp.

Key Detail 3
People snowshoe, 
cross-country 
ski, and ride on 
dogsleds.

Note that the sentence "The park is home to the highest mountain peak 
in North America" is not a key detail. It doesn't support the main idea.

Recounting a Text
Identifying the main idea and details helps you to recount, or explain in 
your own words, the most important ideas in a text. Recounting a text is 
also called paraphrasing. Reread the paragraph and the main idea chart. 
Follow the steps to recount the paragraph about Denali National Park.
Step 1 Start by stating the main idea in your own words.

Step 2 Add key details that support the main idea. Use your own words.
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Coached E xam ple

Read the article. Circle the topic. Underline a sentence that states the 
article's main idea.

The Giant Panda
1 The giant panda is an unusual, interesting animal from China. 

Many people think that pandas are cute and cuddly. Like other 
bears, however, they can be dangerous if they feel threatened. 
Sadly, the panda is close to becoming endangered. Endangered 
means at risk of becoming extinct.

Body Type
2 The giant panda’s thick fur helps it stay warm. It has black fur 

on its legs, shoulders, and ears, and around its eyes and mouth. 
White fur covers the rest of its body. The panda needs its thick 
fur in the cool mountain forests where it lives.

3 Other parts of the giant panda’s body also help it survive.
It has a long wrist bone in each front paw. This bone acts like
a thumb. The bone allows the panda to hold its food while it eats. 
The panda’s strong jaw and big, wide, flat teeth help it bite 
through bamboo. Bamboo is a tall plant with hard stems.

Diet
Almost all of a giant panda’s 

diet is bamboo. The remaining 
part is grasses, bugs, fish, and 
small animals. Bamboo is not very 
nutritious, so pandas have to eat a 
lot of it. A giant panda has to eat 
twenty to eighty pounds of bamboo 
a day. That means it spends about 
half of each day just eating bamboo. 
Fortunately, this plant grows 
extremely quickly. Some varieties 
grow several inches in one day!
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5
Loss of Habitat

The giant panda’s natural habitat, or where it lives in the wild, 
is threatened. Giant pandas live in forests high in the mountains. 
The forests are in a small area of China. People are beginning to 
build communities there. When people destroy bamboo forests, 
pandas have trouble finding food. Despite a recent increase in 
pandas, the panda population remains very low. It is important to 
educate people about these amazing animals in order to protect 
them.

Answer the following questions.
E l  Which topic is this article mostly about?

A. forests in China
B. giant pandas
C. bamboo forests
D. endangered animals

Q  Which excerpt best states the article's main idea?
A. "The giant panda is an unusual, interesting animal 

from China."
B. "Almost all of a giant panda's diet is bamboo."
C. "Despite a recent increase in pandas, the panda 

population remains very low."
D. "It is important to educate people about these 

amazing animals."

B  Reread paragraph 3 below. Underline the main idea.
Circle two key details that support this main idea.

Other parts of the giant panda’s body also 
help it survive. It has a long wrist bone in 
each front paw. This bone acts like a thumb. 
The bone allows the panda to hold its food 
while it eats. The panda’s strong jaw and big, 
wide, flat teeth help it bite through bamboo.

Hint The main idea 
statement often appears 
at the beginning of a 
paragraph. Key details give 
more information about the 
main idea.V__________________________J
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This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. 
Then, answer Part B.
Part A
Which sentence states the main idea of the section 
titled "Diet"?
A. Bamboo grows very fast.
B. Bamboo is not very nutritious.
C. Most of a panda's diet is bamboo.
D. Pandas eat things other than bamboo.
Part B
Which detail from the article best supports the 
answer in Part A?
A. "Almost all of a giant panda's diet is bamboo."
B. "The remaining part is grasses, bugs, fish, and 

small animals."
C. "Fortunately, this plant grows extremely quickly."
D. "Some varieties grow several inches in one day."

Hint A section of a text 
can have its own main 
idea. Think about the most 
important idea in the
section titled "Diet."V__________ _ _ _ ___________ J

Reread the section titled "Loss of Habitat." Complete 
the paragraph below by finishing the recounting of 
main ideas and details in this section.

The giant panda’s habitat is threatened.
The habitat is located in forests way up in 
the mountains in a small area of China.

r

V

Hint To recount a 
section of text, retell the 
most important ideas in 
the text.

A

J
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